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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from October 2007 – Jan 2008 

 
 

 
 
1.  Media Coverage 

The Museum appeared on the Bygones TV programme just before Christmas 
in a feature about Thetford Pulpware.  Other press coverage has included 
coverage of the Chaucer event at the museum, ‘Thetford Treasure returns to 
Thetford’, and pieces in the Thetford Community Newsletter and About 
Thetford. 
 

2.  Thetford Growth Point and New Communities project 
The Ancient House is to lead a project in 2008-9 to look at the role of 
museums and heritage in the new growth points and growth areas in the east 
of England.  With funding from Renaissance in the Regions, we are aiming to 
work with other museums in the region and to put together case studies of 
work in this area.  We are looking to provide a conference later in 2008, a 
publication and an exhibition, building on the work of the Our Town project in 
Great Yarmouth.  The Curator attended a conference in January in Thetford 
about the planned Green Infrastructure for Thetford. 
 

3.  Conservation 
A successful training session was held at the Ancient House with the 
conservation department focussing on cleaning objects on open display and 
parts of the historic structure of the Ancient House.  Andor Vince from the 
NMAS conservation department demonstrated for us the use of brushes and 
Museum Vac cleaner.  We have used the day to produce a site-specific 
cleaning manual 
 

4.  Exhibitions – ‘Collectamania’ 
The Museum’s collector’s exhibition opened on the 20th October.  It will run 
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until late April 2008.  The project has generated interest in the subject of 
collecting and involved local people in the work of the museum.  Two of the 
collectors have generously offered their services as volunteers to assist with 
events. 
 

5.  Thetford Treasure 
As part of our preparation for the Roman ‘Thetford Treasure’ coming to 
Thetford in May, we visited the BM and spent time with education staff, 
curatorial staff and Kusuma Barnett, volunteer coordinator in charge of their 
handling stations.  The visit included history coordinator teachers from 
Thetford schools.   
 
We are working on case layouts, picture research, writing text panels and 
labels and designing interactives.  The exhibition will open to the public on 
May 12th and stay until December 13th. 
 
Finds from other Norfolk sites (Kilverstone, Brampton, Thetford and Hockwold 
will also be included). 
 

6.  Shortlisted 
The Ancient House project was shortlisted for the RICS award for best 
building conservation project in the UK in October. 
 

7.  Staffing 
Rosalind Leake is to stay on at the Ancient House until the end of May to 
complete the work on the Thetford Treasure exhibition and other curatorial 
tasks.  We are to be joined by Laura Matthews in April who will be working 
with the Curator on the New Communities project. 
 

 
 
Originator: 
Name  Oliver Bone 
Title  Curator, Ancient House 

Email: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk  Tel:  01842 752599 


